
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 27 September 2012] 

 p6707b-6708a 
Mr John Hyde 

 [1] 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Thirtieth Report — “Annual Report 2011–2012” — Tabling 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [10.06 am]: I present for tabling the thirtieth report of the Joint Standing Committee on 
the Corruption and Crime Commission, titled “Annual Report 2011–2012”. 

[See paper 5408.] 

Mr J.N. HYDE: Postmodernism, Fredric Jameson tells us, is a moment in which premonitions of the future have 
been replaced by a sense of the end of this or that. It is interesting to consider the phenomenon that is 
postmodernity during the process of preparing the annual report of a parliamentary committee. As a process, 
assembling an annual report forces each committee to avert its gaze from that which lies ahead to consider—
howsoever briefly and, of course, subjectively—that which has taken place over the course of the preceding 
12 months. Yet, whereas Jameson’s assessment communicates an inherent sense of pessimism, the process of 
considering the work of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission in review very 
much aids the discharge of the committee’s duties in the future. Whatever might be the external perception, this 
committee takes great pride in holding both the Corruption and Crime Commission and the Office of the 
Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission to the highest standard of oversight. 

In this year alone, our committee has met 37 times, held 10 public hearings, held 10 closed hearings, met for six 
briefings, formally interviewed a number of people, considered 262 items of incoming correspondence, 
dispatched 167 items of outgoing correspondence, made 177 formal resolutions and tabled 13 reports in 
Parliament. In October last year, we formally met with and, as is required by section 9 of the Corruption and 
Crime Commission Act, sanctioned the appointment of the honourable Roger Macknay, QC, to the position of 
Corruption and Crime Commissioner. In March 2012, the committee met with Mr Neil Douglas and sanctioned 
his appointment to the position of Acting Corruption and Crime Commissioner, and in June 2012 the committee 
met with Mr Craig Colvin, SC, and sanctioned his appointment to the position of acting parliamentary inspector. 

I thank our chairman, the member for Swan Hills, and Hon Matt Benson-Lidholm in the upper house for their 
commitment. I pay credit to our parliamentary staff: our principal research officer, John King, and our senior 
research officer, Michael Burton. I commend the cerebral discussions of our committee and our research 
officers. Anticorruption is not an exact science. Formulae to predict and prevent corruption are not robust or 
logical. Having been forced to study Latin for six years and not being a lawyer, I commend our research officer 
Michael Burton for his immersion of Latin in our reports, as well as Ancient Greek. Of late, we were also 
musing on the inner truths of human nature as revealed in the greats of Russian literature and cinematography. 
While Mr Burton used the 1868 Dostoevsky novel The Idiot to contextualise contemporary interactions of the 
WA constabulary with inebriated ne’er-do-wells in Northbridge, my own reference point as deputy chair of the 
committee is always Crime and Punishment—Prestupleniye i Nakazaniye—the seminal 1866 work by 
Dostoevsky. Just as his character Raskolnikov tries to justify a murder in that the money he will take from the 
unscrupulous pawnbroker he is about to knock off can be put to a greater cause, we also have to in our field deal 
with noble cause corruption. Yet in literature, as in life, there is no moral justification for murder or corruption.  

As Aristotle stated, and is quoted in our annual report, “Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work.” The 
work of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission is very different from the work 
of other committees. I think one of our most important achievements has been for the government to reconsider 
the proposal for the Corruption and Crime Commission to work together with WA Police to fight organised 
crime. The great work that this committee has done over the past 12 months, which is referred to in this annual 
report, has enabled all members of this Parliament to see objectively and with rational evidence why in terms of 
best practice in fighting corruption it is not a sound proposal for this to occur. I commend the annual report to the 
Parliament.  
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